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After sharing the music of Charles Ives with students in my after school theory class at Central Lafourche High School, they had an
idea to compose a similar piece for their band divided into woodwinds and brass and requiring two conductors. I took on the
project, after some initial hesitation, and started devising a system of notation that would create an “Ivesian” world that would be
humorous and easy to understand by both the students performing and the audience (which would be made up of mostly the
students” parents).

I have always wanted to name a piece of music “Catawampus” and figured it would be a perfect fit for this work. The word itself is
defined (as an adjective) as askew or awry. “Cata” means diagonally and “wampus” may come from the Scottish word “wampish”
meaning to wave about or flop to and fro. However one may interpret the word “catawampus”, the definition, for me, is simply
something that is not right - something that is out of line, out of whack, all over the place. And this fits the music in the piece exactly.

The work is divided into two performing groups — Group 1 is comprised of woodwinds and percussion and Group 2 of brass and
percussion. For much of the piece, each group has an independent tempo and will not line up with the other, opposing group. In
some instances, every instrument part (and even each performer) must play independently and in their own tempo. At other times,
performers are asked to improvise. There are a few extended techniques found throughout the piece as well - brass buzzing on
mouthpieces only, clarinets buzzing on the upper joint, and flutter tongues. In the climax of the piece, both instrument groups will
agree on a tempo and line up (for the most part) with Tetris music. This leads into an epic moment where the Dies Irae takes over
and then the band gets to play whatever they want for a few seconds before being launched into what sounds like the end of a
Tchaikovsky symphony. The end is deceiving and immediately interrupted by a baritone and tuba being played with saxophone
mouthpieces. This goes into a sort of uncomfortable moment where the baritone and tuba continue a duet while the winds play a
chorale - Bach’s Es Ist Genug.

The work is highly influenced by the music of Charles Ives and makes use of several quotations throughout. The collection of quotes
are rather eclectic and have little to do with anything - they are just a few recognizable tunes that I thought would work well to
juxtapose over one another in different keys and styles. Throughout the work you can hear short clips from Beethoven’s 5t
Symphony, Tchaikovsky’s 1812 Overture, Ives Country Band March, Lady Gaga’s Bad Romance, Themes from Super Mario Bros., the
Dies Irae, Korobeiniki (Russian folk song from Tetris), and a few nursery rhymes (Mary Had a Little Lamb, Pop Goes the Weasel, The
Itsy Bitsy Spider, and Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star).

DURATION: approx. 7:30

INSTRUMENTATION:

GROUP1 GROUP2

Piccolo HornsinF1,2

Flute Bb Trumpets 1, 2, 3

Oboe Trombones 1, 2, 3

Bb Clarinets 1, 2, 3 Euphonium (B.C. & T.C.)
Bb Bass Clarinet Tuba

Eb Alto Saxophones 1, 2

Bb Tenor Saxophone Snare Drum

Eb Baritone Saxophone

Bass Drum
Bassoon Crash Cymbals
Large Tam-tam
Glockenspiel Cowbell
Xylophone
Triangle
Claves
Tambourine
Wind Chimes
Woodblock

Suspended Cymbal
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2 Catawampus

poco rit. @ March tempo J=120
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*Performers will reach the fp at different times. When a breath is needed, re-attack the note with a fp each time until the conductor goes on.
Do not coordinate the entrances. Each individual should hold the note and re-attack independently.
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Perc. 5

Faster than before.

Catawampus

> L N > > 4o~ ey .
) Eliuler gheippts sFREL ‘ ‘
e — s o — ———1 n
A55) ol T T T
T
® S i I As fast as possible. Continue the pattern, ad lib.
A Repeat 3 or 4 times at varying speeds. ' . '
7 L :
ey
ANIVA n 2
o dim. poco a poco PP Quickly, molto vibr.

(as "cheesy" as possible)

A Repeat 3 or 4 times at varying speeds.

dim. poco a poco

n Repeat once at varying speeds.
v 2
at

) Repeat once at varying speeds.
b A
a

Repeat once at varying speeds.

cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco

cresc. poco a poco

o T T T T T T A A A A R R A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AN
fan
NS,
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L : Replace mouthpiece. Wait for cue. Start toscther. | | >
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A Replace mouthpiece. | Wait for cue. Start together. >
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Repeat independently at varying speeds.
) f i |
| AN A T T T ~ T T ~ i |
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) Repeat independently at varying speeds.
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Repeat independently at varying speeds.
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L All Perc. 4 & 5 (except cowbell) play shakers (maracas/cabasa), guiro, sand paper blocks, rain stick, castanets, etc. very softly.
T I o |
1} 1 13 Eui |
1l i
rpp
rpp
Zz - . -
; All Perc. 4 & 5 (except cowbell) play shakers (maracas/ cabasa), guiro, sand paper blocks, rain stick, castanets, etc. very softly.
T I o |
1 | —® | | | |
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~ I

Cowbell

I I I
mf* Play steady and in tempo with wood block.
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After third repeition, pause briefly and play up an octave in 4.
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Play this only once at a slower and more deliberate tempo.
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Continue repeating the same pitch,
but at different, independent speeds.
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Continue repeating the same pitch,
but at different, independent speeds.
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Continue repeating the same pitch,
but at different, independent speeds.
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but at different, independent speeds.
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but at different, independent speeds.
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Perc. 4

Perc. 5
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let ring (do not dampen)
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