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“Hymn for Armenia” was originally written for 8 part a cappella choir.  

The majority of the text consisted of Latin-derived vocables, and these were chosen 

for the formant placement and the qualities of the sound rather than for linguistic meaning.  

The rest of the text was in Armenian; all in single words or short phrases until 

the “hymn”, which is first presented in measure 44.  That hymn was set to the first stanza 

of “Mer Hayrenik”, the Armenian National Anthem:

Mer Hayrenik’, azat ankakh,
Vor aprel e dare dar

Yur vordik’ё ard kanch’um e
Azat, ankakh Hayastan.

(Our Fatherland, free, independent,
That has for centuries lived,
Is now summoning its sons

To the free, independent Armenia.)

Shortly after composing the choir version, I began to realize this was not the ideal

instrumentation for my idea, and in 2010, I arranged it for wind band.  

The euphonium, tenor saxophone, and alto saxophone solos may be reassigned

to other instruments as long as the solos are not transposed up or down an octave.
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