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Cryptogram is a 2013 ASCAP Morton Gould Young Composer Award recipient

Instrumentation:

Piccolo

2 Flutes (2™ dbl. Alto Flute)
2 Oboes

English Horn

Clarinet in Eb
3 Clarinets in Bb

Bass Clarinet in Bb
2 Bassoons
Contrabassoon
Soprano Saxophone
Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone

3 Trumpets in Bb
4 Hornsin ¥

2 Trombones
Bass Trombone

Euphonium
Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1: Glockenspiel, 5-octave Marimba, Cymbals (Splash, China, Sizzle, Hi-hat)
Percussion 2: Crotales, 5-octave Marimba, 2 Flextatones, Guiro

Percussion 3: Vibraphone, 2 Bongos, Large Ratchet, 5 Skins (2 Bongos, High Conga, 2 Timbales)
Percussion 4: Large Suspended Cymbal, Large Tam-tam, Chimes, Vibraslap, 4 Tom-toms
Percussion 5: Bass Drum, Triangle, 4 Slit Drums, 2 Bell Plates on Brake Drums (Medium, Large)

Piano (opt. doubling Celesta*)
Contrabass

"T'ransposed Score
Duration: ca. 8:50

*If no Celesta is available, a synthesizer may be used or the Celesta parts may be played 8va on the piano. If the latter option is used,
any notes out of range should be omitted.

Program Note:

The title Cryptogram, with its implication of textual encoding, refers to my habit of grabbing a momentary
musical inspiration from jazz, rock, bluegrass, concert music, or whatever I happen to be listening to, and using it
to drive the logic of a concert piece. In this case, the appropriated material is used to define harmonic, structural,
and gestural aspects of the work rather than manifesting itself in strict quotation. A consequence of this method is
that the source becomes integrated into the aesthetic of the piece to such an extent that it is no longer
recognizable. Suffice it to say, the boppish wind lines and declamatory style of the melodic material should
provide clues to anyone who might be interested.

In addition to its hidden qualities, Cryptogram is also structured around two distant stylistic poles: an
emphatically tacky fanfare and its pounding, dissonant counterpoint. "Though intentionally disorienting in their
deployment, these sections create stylistic focal points for the piece around which everything else  shifts
kaleidoscopically.

- Tyler Capp
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